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A LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL

Dear parents,

It has been a cold start to the new year but our hearts have been filled with warmth as we look forward to a
holiday and new semester. The kindergarten is decorated with traditional red and gold and you can feel the
energy and excitement when you first enter with our front door display. We hope that you all are enjoying a good
start to the new year, the year of the rat.

While we had to postpone the Charity Drive event from Friday the 10t to Monday the 13 due to weather, | am
pleased to report that it was a giant success and thanks to your generosity we were able to raise 42,027RMB!
Together with the Huixin campus we reached a total of 109,711 RMB, an amazing contribution!

Almost all families from both Bayside and Huixin campus shared their votes for the 3 charitable causes and the
109,711 RMB will be distributed as follows: 24.61% for GREENPEACE, 53.45% for UNICEF, and 21.94% for the
SUZHOU ANIMAL SHELTER.On the day of the Charity Drive, the kindergarten transformed into a marketplace with
a variety of vendors and entertainment. To enhance the environment our staff dressed in bright red clothes,
which filled the chilly day with color, comfort and warmth. We kicked off the event with the lion and dragon
drum dance. The audience was mesmerized by the show and got us all in the holiday mood. After that we had
special performances from our students and staff. Children dressed as small rats and beautiful fan dances gave
our special Bayside character to the show and families were happy to see familiar faces performing for them.

These last few days of the semester you have received semester progress reports, portfolios, and resources from
teachers. Please remember to return the progress report and portfolio upon returning from the holiday, as it will
be completed at the end of the 2" semester.

On the last day before the Chinese New Year holiday, we celebrated with our classic “Dumpling-A-Thon”. It was
also a spirit day and students were allowed to wear traditional Chinese clothing to school. The campus and
offices will be closed from/including January 18t"- February 2" and the first day back will be on Monday February
3,

In the next semester we look forward to “Festival of Colors” in March, “Open Classes” in April, “Children’s Day” at
the end of May, and “Summer Concerts” in June. There will be 2 Spirit Days, one on April 22" for “Earth Day”
where children can wear blue/green clothes and another on June 24" for “Dragon Boat Festival” where children
can wear green/golden clothes at school.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR THE COMING MONTH(S):

-January 18- February 2" (from/to and including): The whole school will close for Spring Festival holiday. First
day back is on Monday February 3.

-March 23r4-27t: Parents are invited to class and present a cultural activity from their home country or countries
they have visited for our “Festival of Colors” theme. (Please arrange with teachers if you wish to join, notice
follows).

We are saying goodbye to the year of the pig and we are welcoming the new year of the Rat (“Metal Rat” if
including the Chinese element theory of the old perceived five elements: Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water).
The Rat is the first in the 12-year cycle of Chinese Zodiac signs (1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 and this year). The
Chinese word shu may refer to rat, mouse, or other rodent type animal. There is also a yearly month of the Rat
and a daily hour of the Rat. Rats are highly adaptable and can be successful at everything. They have good
instincts so they’re able to spot every chance in business. Rats are extremely perceptive, wise and have good
problem-solving and observation skills, but they are not very persistent with what they are doing. While not good
at routines, rats excel in creativity (according to Google and Wikipedia).

Thank you all for helping make the year of the pig a memorable one, and | look forward to what the year of the
rat will hold for us all! Happy New Year!

Sincerely,

Ms. Joanne
Principal- Bayside Campus
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